ANNEX 1

Review of Subsidised Bus Services. This Contract ends on 26 January 2007.

Contract number
Service number
Route
Days of operation
Operator
Contract type
Current price per day

S 21
TB 1
Lewknor Taxi-Bus/ Oxford Tube Connection
Mon - Fri 
Walters Limousines
Negotiated
£150 @









Note: @ This service is part funded by Buckinghamshire County Council.

Contract S 21 : Lewknor Taxi-bus/Oxford Tube Connection 

Operator
Walters Limousines

Days of operation
Monday to Friday

Frequency
Every 40 minutes during the morning period between 05.26am and 08.15am on a timetabled basis.  In the evening period, between roughly 5.00pm and 7.30pm the minibus meets coaches arriving at Lewknor and provides a demand-responsive service to Watlington and Stokenchurch, as required.

Parishes served
The four parishes of Lewknor, Watlington, Shirburn, and Pyrton.  The current service also serves the parish of Stokenchurch in Buckinghamshire.

Alternative services


 The only other bus services serving Lewknor are Service M1 which operates two return journeys Monday to Saturday off-peak between Stokenchurch and Reading via Lewknor, Watlington and Nettlebed and Service 124 which operates one return journey on Tuesdays between Watlington and Thame via Lewknor.   These services provide the only other connection between Lewknor Interchange and Watlington and Shirburn.

 The village of Pyrton is served by route 122 which operates one off-peak return journey on Tuesdays only to Stoke Talmage and Thame.

 Watlington is additionally served by routes 102 and X39, which provide a basically hourly service on Mondays to Saturdays to Oxford (and then to Wallingford).  There is also a service 125 direct to Wallingford providing one round trip journey opportunity Mondays to Saturdays from either end of the route.

 Stokenchurch is additionally served by route 275 which links it to Oxford between one and four times a day and by regular hourly Buckinghamshire County Council supported services to High Wycombe.

Current subsidy per annum


£37,977 (of which £16,000 came from the Buckinghamshire County Council).

Average passengers per day (for 26 weeks from 13 March 2006 to 8 September 2006)

Average 9.5 passengers per day from Oxfordshire side

Average 1.2 passengers per day from Buckinghamshire side

Average 10.6 passengers per day in total.
Cost per passenger journey
At current average patronage levels (taking the 26 weeks from 13 March 2006 to 8 September 2006 as typical) the cost per passenger journey is £9.30 (based on Oxfordshire-side passengers measured against the cost to Oxfordshire County Council).  The corresponding figure for Buckinghamshire-side journeys is £55.17.  Taking total passengers and total costs, the cost per passenger journey for the entire current service is £14.31.

Comments from consultation
· Letters in response to the consultation were received from Thame Town Council and Towersey Parish Council, neither of which has been served since the Taxibus service reduction from the end of January 2006.  Neither expressed any strong desire to see the service resumed to those parishes.

· Responses were also received from a number of individuals, some from the Buckinghamshire side – see text of main report for more details.

Prices sought
for a Watlington – Lewknor – Aston Rowant – Kingston Blount – Chinnor service, on Monday to Friday peak hours only (06.28-08.58 hours, and 17.20-20.29 hours), to a timetabled 40 minute frequency, using one minibus.
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